Learning Styles and Technology
Technology and distance learning techniques, when used effectively by teachers, facilitate and enhance the learning experience of the students who are provided with the technological tools now available. There are various learning styles available for use by the teacher, and educators such Bernice McCarthy, David Kolb and Dr. Howard Gardner categorized these styles to help explain how each learner processes information.  Eight of these learning styles will be discussed (Verbal-Linguistic, Logical/Mathematical, Visual/Spatial, Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Intrapersonal, Interpersonal and Naturalistist), to show how various learning styles are making the connection with technology and distance learning by using the newest computer aided tools.

Verbal-Linguistic learners process information best through a combination of speaking, writing, reading and listening.  Some tools that enhance Verbal-Linguistic learners include: 

· PDF files

· Word processing

· Voice annotation in word processing

· Desktop publishing and presentation such as Publisher, and PowerPoint

· Story-creation software

· HyperStudio software
· Audio recorders and digitizers 

· Video recording - text aspect 

· Email 

· Electronic reference tools such as online encyclopedias  

· CD-ROM Interactive books. 

Logical/Mathematical learners process information best through numbers, reasoning and problem solving. They like to weigh, measure, calculate and organize data.  Technology tools that would benefit Logical/Mathematical learners include: 

· Online calculation tools and utilities 

· Science and math software 

· Spreadsheets 

· Animation that demonstrate an experiment 

· Online data collection 

· Problem solving software 

· Strategy, logic and critical thinking software. 

Visual/Spatial learners like to think and create pictures.  These types of learners desire information that is presented in a visual form.  The computer aided tools that would enhance Visual/Spatial learners include: 
· CAD - Computer-Aided Design 

· Animation software 
· Puzzle building tools 

· Paint programs such as Photoshop, KidPix and  AppleWorks 
· Imaging software such as Fireworks 
· Desktop publishing such as Publisher and Pagemaker 

· Desktop presentation such as PowerPoint 

· Spreadsheets for charts and graphs 

· Digital drawing pads 

· 3D and morphing software 

· Map making tools  

· Video conferencing 

· Scrapbooking, photo albums and slide shows  

· Visual information materials such as Digital Camera 
· Clipart, charts, graphs and tables 

· Color-code projects  

· Websites with visual organizers that use colors 
· Computer-generated Board Games 

· Scanners 

· Concept Mapping Tools and Diagrams.  

Bodily/Kinesthetic students learn best through physical activities such as dance, hands-on tasks, constructing models and any kind of movement. They enjoy expressing their ideas through movement.  Tools that enhance learning by Bodily/Kinesthetic students include: 

· Keyboarding, mouse, joystick and other devices 

· Video production that show and create skits, dances and sports 

· Animation software such as Macromedia Flash 

· Handheld Palms so that they can carry them everywhere 

· Virtual Field Trips 

· Digital still and video cameras 

Musical/Rhythmic people learn best through sounds which are poetic or which may be associated with familiar tunes. They learn through listening, making sounds, and other types of auditory expression. The Musical/Rhythmic learners use inductive and deductive reasoning effectively and identify relationships in data. Computer aided tools that help the Musical/Rhythmic learners are:

· Music generation software 

· Music composition software 

· Musical DVDs and CD’s 

· Interactive books with audio elements 

· Audio notation in word processors. 

Intrapersonal learners depend more on their own feelings and self motivation. The tools they would use include:

· Computer-based journaling 

· Self paced Internet research 

· Word processing when working on brainstorming and  journals 

· Video projects to record personal ideas 

· Multimedia portfolios. 

Interpersonal learners like to interact with other people through discussions, cooperative work and social activities.  Interpersonal learners would use the following tools:
· Email projects 

· Peer tutoring 

· Word processing if they could work on group editing 

· Teleconferencing and Group presentations using PowerPoint 

· Chat rooms   

· Video recording where they could share with others  

· Collaborative computer software or games. 

The Naturalist will learn best when they are involved with the environment.  Outdoor activities, field trips and involvement with plants and animals enhance their learning process. They see the subtle meanings and patterns in nature and the world around them.  The technology tools that enhance the learning of Naturalist students include:

· Audio devices that involve the natural world

· Digital and video cameras that record the natural world 
Understanding a student's strengths and weaknesses and using the best technology available, students can become successful online learners.  Technology can be adapted and lessons and activities can be adapted to fit the learning styles of the student.
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